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Kolkata, November 4, 2025: A sense of historic continuity filled the Chandramukhi-Kadambini
Sabhagriha of the University of Calcutta’s Central Library on Tuesday, 4" November, 2025 as
the Department of Journalism and Mass Communication revived one of the university's
venerable intellectual traditions — the Ramananda Chatterjee Memorial Lecture. The lecture



was delivered in the presence of Hon'ble Vice-Chancellor Prof (Dr) Ashutosh Ghosh, by Prof
(Dr) Bhaskar Chakraborty, Former Centenary Professor, Department of History, University of
Calcutta, on the theme “Utkal Keshari Dr. Harekrushna Mahatab: His Journalistic Thought and
Contributions in Nation Building.” The Department placed on record its gratitude to Prof (Dr)
Santa Datta (De), Former Vice-Chancellor, University of Calcutta, whose encouragement and
support made the revival of this historic lecture possible. The initiative to reinstitute the
Ramananda Chatterjee Memorial Lecture was appreciated and approved by the University
Syndicate, and the Department expressed its appreciation for her academic vision at the outset
of the ongoing celebrations marking the 75 year of Journalism and Media Education at the
University of Calcutta. The Department’s collaboration with the Odisha Research Centre,
Bhubaneswar through the Ministry of Education, Government of India in Commemorating
125" Birth Anniversary of Utkal Keshari Dr Harekrushna Mahatab was also the initiation of
former Vice Chancellor.

A Lecture Rooted in Legacy

The Ramananda Chatterjee Memorial Lecture has deep roots in the University’s intellectual
history. Instituted originally in 1946, barely three years after the passing of Ramananda
Chatterjee, the founder-editor of The Modern Review, Prabasi, and Vishal Bharat, the
endowment lecture was envisioned as a forum for critical dialogue between journalism,
democracy, and society. In its early years, eminent journalists such as Makhanlal Sen and
Hemendra Prasad Ghose delivered lectures, exploring the evolving role of the press in India’s
nascent democracy, after decades of dormancy, its revival in 2025 underlines the Department’s
commitment to rekindling forgotten academic traditions at a moment when the University of
Calcutta celebrates 75 years of journalism and media education at the University.



The Symbolic Opening

The formal inauguration was conducted by Hon’ble Vice-
Chancellor Prof (Dr) Ashutosh Ghosh, who watered a plant to
mark the beginning — a symbolic gesture representing
regeneration, growth, and sustainability. This act echoed the
values the Department wished to foreground: the nurturing of
ethical roots amid modern transformations in communication
and knowledge. The event commenced with the Udbodhoni
Sangeet(invocation), rendered by Dr. Pubalika Bhattacharya
Maitra, followed by the felicitation of the Hon’ble Vice-
Chancellor and the Guest Speaker.

Welcome Address:

In his Welcome Address, Prof (Dr) Pijushkanti Panigrahi,
Director of the IQAC and Head of the Department of
Journalism and Mass Communication,
outlined the historical and academic
significance of the occasion. He spoke of
how the Department, one of India’s oldest
centres of media education, has consistently
« sought to blend tradition with innovation.
Prof Panigrahi announced that the
' Government of India has identified the
. University of Calcutta as one of six
. universities selected to participate in the
official celebrations of the 125" birth
anniversary of Dr. Harekrushna Mahatab.

He also highlighted the University’s
ongoing collaboration with the Odisha
Research  Centre, = Bhubaneswar, a
partnership that will facilitate a series of
joint academic and cultural ventures
extending beyond the lecture itself. At the
same time, he placed on record the
Department’s gratitude to Prof. (Dr.) Santa
Datta (De), Former Vice-Chancellor of the
University, whose support and
administrative vision were crucial to reinstating the lecture series. Prof Panigrahi paid tribute
to Dr Harekrushna Mahatab (1899-1987) — the freedom fighter, journalist, and statesman
revered as Utkal Keshari, or the Lion of Odisha. He recalled that Mahatab’s intellectual and
political imagination was partly shaped by the city of Calcutta, where he encountered the
fervour of national politics during the 1920 Congress Session. He also pointed out Mahatab’s
experiences in the city — listening to leaders like Chittaranjan Das, Motilal Nehru, and
Mahatma Gandhi — had kindled in him a lifelong commitment to journalism as a moral and
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political calling. Dr Mahatab was nominated to Congress Working Committee by none other
than Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose as early as 1938.

Inaugural Address by Prof (Dr) Ashutosh Ghosh

Delivering the Inaugural Address, Prof (Dr) Ashutosh Ghosh,
Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor of the University of Calcutta, described
Ramananda Chatterjee as “the moral compass of Indian
Jjournalism.” He reflected on Chatterjee’s pivotal role in shaping
an early public sphere that combined intellectual seriousness with
moral conviction. Chatterjee was among the first to articulate
journalism as an academic discipline, a belief later realised when
the University of Calcutta became one of the first institutions in
India to formally introduce journalism into its curriculum.

Prof Ghosh situated Chatterjee’s intellectual legacy within the
larger arc of India’s democratic communication, arguing that his
journals represented the conscience of a nation in transition, from colonial subjecthood to self-
articulation. The Vice-Chancellor’s remarks linked this historical vision to the present,
emphasising that ethical journalism — the hallmark of Chatterjee’s career — must remain
central in an age dominated by digital platforms, instant content, and algorithmic narratives.

In his address, Prof. Ghosh also paid tribute to Dr. Harekrushna Mahatab (1899-1987) — the
first Chief Minister of Orissa. He recalled the Mahatab’s connection with Dr Bidhan Chandra
Roy of Bengal and Lokopriyo Gopinath Bordoloi of Assam intellectual and political
imagination was partly shaped by the city of Calcutta, where he encountered the fervour of
national politics during the 1920 Congress Session. As Prof. Ghosh noted, Mahatab’s
experiences in the city — listening to leaders like Chittaranjan Das, Motilal Nehru, and
Mahatma Gandhi — had kindled in him a lifelong commitment to journalism as a moral and
political calling.

The revival of this lecture is not only an act of commemoration but a renewal of commitment
to the principles of inquiry, public reasoning, and civic virtue that Chatterjee embodied. His
address bridged the historical significance of Ramananda Chatterjee’s work with contemporary
challenges facing media education. In Prof. Ghosh’s words, “Ramananda Chatterjee taught us
the value of intellectual discipline, and Mahatab taught us the courage of conviction. Together
they remind us that freedom of the press is not a gift but a responsibility — a duty to educate,
to question, and to uphold the dignity of truth.”

The Lecture by Prof. (Dr.) Bhaskar Chakraborty

The central event of the afternoon was the memorial lecture by Prof. (Dr.) Bhaskar
Chakraborty, Former Centenary Professor, Department of History, University of Calcutta. His
lecture, titled “Utkal Keshari Dr. Harekrushna Mahatab: His Journalistic Thought and
Contributions in Nation Building,” offered an intricate exploration of Mahatab’s dual identity
— as both a political leader and a journalist.
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Prof. Chakraborty opened by reconstructing the historical landscape of pre-independence
Odisha, describing it as a fragmented region divided among princely states, zamindaris, and
tribal territories. He argued that Mahatab’s singular achievement was to envision a unified
Odisha — not only through political activism, but through discursive integration fostered by
print culture.

Through his writings in Prajatantra and other periodicals, Mahatab, Chakraborty explained,
connected anti-imperialist and anti-feudal movements within the broader narrative of Indian
nationalism. He saw journalism not as a profession but as a moral instrument of political
awakening, uniting diverse social struggles under a shared emancipatory vision.

Tracing Mahatab’s ideological journey, Prof. Chakraborty highlighted his association with the
socialist wing of the Indian National Congress, noting that while the central leadership often
distanced itself from grassroots Praja movements, Mahatab remained steadfast in his support
for popular resistance against oppressive princely rule.

The lecture further examined Mahatab’s post-independence career, particularly his years as
Chief Minister of Odisha, when he sought to balance administrative pragmatism with his
socialist convictions. Prof. Chakraborty underscored Mahatab’s efforts in initiating educational
and cultural reforms and his pivotal role in strengthening the Odia intelligentsia.

Equally engaging was his discussion of Mahatab’s later years — after the Emergency (1975—
77) — when he distanced himself from political life to writing and public education. This
withdrawal, Chakraborty argued, was an affirmation of his lifelong faith in democracy and
reasoned public discourse.

The lecture, richly interspersed with historical anecdotes and textual references, painted
Mahatab as a thinker who bridged the worlds of regional identity and national imagination,
making him a crucial figure in the evolution of Indian political communication.



Vote of Thanks

The programme concluded with a Vote of Thanks by Prof. (Dr.) Saumendranath Bera
commended the speaker, all dignitaries, collaborators, and attendees for making the revival a
memorable success. He also drew attention to the archival records of the early Ramananda
Endowment Lectures, preserved in the Calcutta University Central Library, describing them as
a treasure trove for future researchers.

The event also acknowledged contributions from the Estate & Trust Office (ETO), the Internal
Quality Assurance Cell (IQAC), the University Library, and Odisha Research Center,
Bhubaneswar, whose collective efforts ensured the success of the revived lecture series.

Audience and Engagement

The audience included
faculty members, research
scholars, and students from
the University’s various
departments, as well as
participants from affiliated
colleges and neighboring
universities.

Representatives from
partner institutions,
including the  Odisha
Research Centre, attended
in strength, reflecting the
event’s inter-state academic resonance. Several participants commented that the revival felt
particularly timely — arriving at a juncture when journalism as a discipline confronts questions
of truth, ethics, and representation in the age of digital information. By revisiting the works of
Chatterjee and Mahatab, the University reaffirmed its commitment to public reasoning and
critical media pedagogy.

A Milestone

The revival of the Ramananda Chatterjee Lecture marks a significant milestone in the
University of Calcutta’s evolving academic landscape. As part of the ongoing celebrations
marking 75 years of Journalism and Mass Communication education, the event highlights how
the Department has served as a custodian of both heritage and change. In bridging the
intellectual legacies of Ramananda Chatterjee and Dr. Harekrushna Mahatab, the lecture
recovered a historical lineage, while offering a moral compass for future media practice. The
success of the event demonstrated that academic traditions need not be static monuments; they
can be dynamic, living ideas for renewed dialogue between past and present.
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