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AWilliams identifies the end of the eighteenth century as a period
of economic and social transition.

AHe chooses 5 keywordsdindustry, , class, art and
dto chart their semantic shift, and in turn, connect this
shift with a larger discursive transition during the late eighteenth
century.

A Specifically, Williams wants to show how the Industrial Revolution
brings about a fundamental change not only in the economic base
but also in the ideological structures.




structure of meanings, is obvxous The chang&c in then' use,
at this critical period, bear witness to a general change in
our characteristic ways of thinking about our common life:
about our social, political and economic institutions; about
the purposes which these institutions are d&n@ed to em-

The first important word is industry and the period in
which its use changes is the period which we now call the
Industrial Revolution. Industry, before this period, was a
name for a particular human attribute, which could be
paraphrased as ‘skill, assiduity, perseverance, diligence’.
This use of industry of course survives. But, in the last
decades of the eighteenth century, indusiry came also to
mean something else; it became a collective word for our
manufacturing and productive msutuhons, and for then'

way, and from lns hme the development of this use is as-
sured. Industry, with a capital letter, is thought of as a



Industry continued

AWi | | i ams argues that the word o0industryo
diligence, a connotation that still survives today.

A The predominant meaning of industry, however, now means mechanized
manufacturing processes and institutions.

A So in other words when we now speak of industry, we usually mean
Industrial production or industrial unit. That is to say, we understand a
specific mechanized means of production. For example the coal industry,
the IT industry, or terms such university -industry interface, etc.

A When we speak of industry, we rarely imply personal skill or diligence.
Consider for example the related term industriousness.



Industry continued

AWilliams identifies Adam Smith (1723 &790), a Scottish economist
and philosopher, as one of the first writers to use the term
Ol ndustryo i1 n t hlhsWenlth of Nstienes.se i n hi s

AOf note, The Wealth of Nations (1776) is a seminal work that
attempted to take stock of the changes brought about by the
Industrial Revolution, covering topics such as the accumulation od
staock, division of labour, etc.

ASmi t hds magnum opus had influenced | a
Marx. (Think back on in-class lectures on Raymond Williams and
the New Letft).






Keyword: Democracy

lution of 1789 As that bhad transformed France, so this has
gls s change are different,

: pattern of change, a new society.

The second important word is democracy, which had
been known, from the Greek, as a term for ‘government by
the people’, but which only came into common English use
at the time of the American and French Revolutions.
Weekley, in Words Ancieni and Modern, writes:

t was not until the French Revolution that democr .

the political vocabular ¥

In this he is substantially right. Certainly, it is in reference
to America and France that the examples begin to multiply,
at the end of the eighteenth century, and it is worth noting
that the great majority of these examples show the word
being used unfavourably in close relation with the hated

gland ma
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///////
/////A lCaI part|C|pat|on that began

// // 'Revolutions

_// g and research:
0 / carta/articles/magna -carta-an-introduction



Keyword: Democracy

A The American Revolution saw the break
away of the thirteen colonies from the
British Empire. The events, including the
Boston Massacre, the Boston Tea Party,
the War of Independence occurred
between 1763 to 1787.

A Writers looked upon this as a move
towards (%re_ater rights and political
representation for ordinary men.

A Further Independent reading and
research:
A https:/lwww.bl.uk/the -american-

revolution/articles/american -revolution -
timeline
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Keyword: Democracy

ench Revolution which popularized the
/”/-,» (liberty), fraternité
aternity or brotherhood), and égalite
ality) lasted from approximately 1789to

‘he radical ideas of the French Revolution

would greatly influence thinkers and writers

~across Europe. The British Romantic poets

, espemallK_would draw upon the new ideas of
French philosophers and the spirit of the

Revolution in their work.

A Further Independent reading and research:
gt A hittps ://lwww.bl.uk/romantics -and-
W victorians/articles/the -impact-of-the-french-
> ; fn” revolution -in-britain




Industry, to 1nd1cate an mstltutlon, begms in about 1776;
democracy,.s . se-datoddrg

most unportant modern sense, from about 1772. Before thxs
the ordinary use of class, in English, was to refer to a divi-
sion or group in schools and colleges: ‘the usual Classes in

Logick and Philosophy’. It is only at the end of the eight-

join lotwer-orders, which appears earlier in the eighteenth
century. Then, in the 1790s, we get higher classes; middle
classes and middling classes follow at once; working classes
in about 1815; upper classes in the 1820s. Class prejudice,
class legislation, class consciousness, class conflict and class
war follow in the course of the nineteenth century. The
upper middle classes are first heard of in the 18gos; the
lower middle class in our own cen

is spectacular history of
the new use of class does not indicate the beginning of social

-




Keyword: Class

'ms or words in the
y. For instance, the

i sl gnify soci a
Il niti ally used w
meant odivision or
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Keyword: Class

AThe word oclasso6 is more oOoindefiniteo
rank, which within the English context would imply social divisions
based on hereditary titles, and the implicit divisions between the
aristocracy the commoners.

e outlines the use of th
classod and moving on to omiddl e

AThe term class (and not rank) would play an important role in
Marxist critical thinking. Williams gestures towards this by
referring gl il slUch as ocl|l ass pre

t
consciousnessa®o



Keyword: Classochanging definitions

GAMES BROWSE THESAURUS WORD OF THE DAY WORDS ATP

SINCE 1828

DICTIONARY THESAURUS

C1dSS noun, often attributive

e Save Word

\ 'k‘Ias@\

plural classes

Definition of class (Entry 1 of 2)

1 a :abody of students meeting regularly to study the same subject
// Several students in the class are absent today.

: the period during which such a body meets

: a course of instruction
//is doing well in her algebra class

: a body of students or alumni whase year of graduation is the same
// donated by the class of 1995

: a group sharing the same economic or social status

/1 the working class

: social rank

2 a

b

c

GAMES BROWSE THESAURUS WORD OF THE DAY WORDS AT PLAY
SINCE 1828 class

DICTIONARY THESAURUS
: a group sharing the same economic or social status

// the working class

: social rank

especially : high social rank

/1 the classes as opposed to the masses

: high quality : ELEGANCE

/1 a hotel with class

:a group, set, or kind sharing common attributes: such as

b

: a major category in biological taxonomy ranking above the order and below
the phylum or division

: a collection of adjacent and discrete or continuous values of a random
variable

: a collection of elements (such as numbers or points) : SET sense 21
: a property of a geometric curve that is equal to the number of tangents that

can be drawn to it through any point not on the curve

/1 A curve is said to be of the nth degree or order when any right line meets it
in n points and of the nth class when n tangents can be drawn to it through
any assumed point.



Keyword: Art

xiv INTRODUCTION

a skilled person, as had artisan; but artist now referred to
these selected skills alone. Further, and most significantly,
Art came to stand for a special kind of truth, ‘imaginative
truth’, and artist for a special kind of person, as the words
artistic and artistical, to describe human beings, new in the
1840s, show. A new name, aesthetics, was found to describe
the judgement of art, and this, in its turn, produced a name
for a special kind of person—aesthete. The arts—literature,
music, painting, sculpture, theatre—were grouped together,
in this new phrase, as having something essentially in com-
mon which distinguished them from other human skills.
The same separation as had grown up between artist and
artisan grew up between artist and craftsman. Genius, from
meaning ‘a characteristic disposition’, came to mean ‘exalted
ability’, and a distinction was made between it and talent.
As art had produced artist in the new sense, and aesthetics
aesthete, so this produced a gemus, to mdlcate a SpOClal
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Keyword: Art




Keyword: Culture

e fifth word, culture, similarly changes, in the sam
critical period. Before this period, it had meant, primarily,
the ‘tending of natural growth’, and then, by analogy, a
process of human training. But this latter use, which

nineteenth century, to culture as such a thing in itself. It
came to mean, first, ‘a general state or habit of the mind’,
having close relations with the idea of human perfection.

Second it came to mean ‘the general state of mtellectual

century, it came to mean ‘a whole way of hfe material,
intellectual and spiritual’. It came also, as we know, to
be a word which often provoked either hostility or em-

s-trevelopment of culture is perhaps the most striking
among all the words named. It might be said, indeed, that




Keyword: Culture

e word ocul ture

//o changes in meaning,
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Link to online version of text:



https://archive.org/details/culturesociety17001850mbp/page/n19/mode/2up
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