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Academic Profile 

Senior academic and researcher in Museology with over two decades of teaching, research 
supervision, and institutional leadership. Specializes in museum history, collection 
management, cultural heritage studies, and interdisciplinary approaches to art and material 
culture in South and Southeast Asia. 

 

Current Position 

Professor of Museology 
University of Calcutta (2016 – Present) 

 

Academic Qualifications 

 Registered for D.Litt. in Museology, University of Calcutta (Ongoing, 2024 –)  
 Ph.D. in Museology, University of Calcutta 
 M.A. in Museology, University of Calcutta (Gold Medallist)  
 B.A. (Hons.) in History, University of Calcutta 

 

Areas of Specialization 

 Museum Studies and History of Museums  
 Collection Management and Documentation  
 Art History (Indian and Southeast Asian)  
 Cultural and Intangible Heritage  
 Heritage Communication and Museum Education  

 

Teaching and Academic Experience 

 Postgraduate teaching in Museology since May 2001  
 Progression through academic ranks: Lecturer → Senior Scale → Reader → 

Associate Professor → Professor  



 Former Head of the Department of Museology, University of Calcutta (multiple 
tenures)  

 

Research Supervision 

Ph.D. Guidance 

 Awarded: 10  
 Ongoing: 7  

Research areas supervised include: 

 Manuscript conservation  
 Buddhist iconography and representation 
 Hindu iconography and representation  
 Muslim calligraphy of Bengal  
 Regional crafts and museum interpretation  
 Intangible cultural heritage  
 Ethnic and indigenous cultural studies  
 Museum management and disaster preparedness  

 

Research Projects and Grants 

 UGC JRF & SRF (1998–2001)  
 UGC Minor Research Projects (2007–2009)  
 Major Project: Social role of museums in West Bengal (Gandhi Memorial 

Museum)  
 Co-PI, UGC-UPE II Project on Musealisation of Indian Epics (2018–2020)  
 PI, RUSA 2.0 project (2024-2026) 
 Content contributor to UGC e-PG Pathshala (Museology & Conservation)  

 

Publications 

Books (Selected) 

 Museums of India (NBT, India)  
 Museums of India: A Journey through Ages  
 Directory of Museums of West Bengal  
 Education in Museum – A Handbook  
 Minor Antiquities in the Museums of Eastern India  

Edited Volumes 

 Intangible Cultural Heritage in a Globalized World (Springer, 2025)  
 Visual Communication of Heritage for Special Visitors (2025)  
 Museum in Motion: Ideas, Issues and Challenges  



Research Articles 

Extensive publication record in peer-reviewed journals covering: 

 Museum studies and heritage interpretation  
 Indian art, iconography, and visual culture  
 Cultural practices and intangible heritage  
 Archaeology and architectural symbolism  
 Heritage tourism and sustainability  

(40+ journal articles across national and international platforms) 

 

Conference Papers and Academic Engagement 

 Regular presenter at international and national conferences  
 Recent paper (2026): Community Custodianship and Living Heritage in South & 

Southeast Asia  
 Contributions on topics such as:  

o Museum communication  
o Heritage sustainability  
o Visual culture and symbolism  
o Digital and community-oriented museology  

 

Invited Lectures (Selected) 

 Indian Museum, Kolkata  
 Asutosh Museum of Indian Art 
 Raja Rammohan Roy Memorial Museum 
 Ramakrishna Mission Institute of Culture  
 International conferences in Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, and Portugal  
 Workshops on museum architecture, heritage, and cultural practices  

 

Academic Leadership and Institutional Roles 

 Former Head, Department of Museology (multiple terms)  
 Former and presently Convener, Ph.D. Research Advisory Committee  
 Member, Faculty Council, University of Calcutta  
 Organizer of major international seminars on museology and heritage  

 

Editorial and Professional Affiliations 

 Editorial Board Member, Journal of History and Civilization  
 Advisory Board Member, Retrospect (International Journal)  
 International Ph.D. Expert (Hazara University, Pakistan)  

 



 

Professional Memberships 

 Member, ICOM (International Council of Museums)  
 Life Member, Museums Association of India  
 Life Member, Asiatic Society, Kolkata  
 Life Member, Indian Art History Congress  

 

Awards and Distinctions 

 Gold Medal, M.A. in Museology, University of Calcutta  

 

Academic Contributions and Outreach 

 Organizer of national and international seminars on museology  
 Contributor to curriculum development and academic policy  
 Active engagement in heritage awareness and museum education  

 

Research Interests (Current Focus) 

 Intangible cultural heritage and community engagement  
 Museum interpretation and digital transformation  
 South and Southeast Asian cultural networks  
 Sustainable heritage and tourism 

 

Place: Kolkata       Mahua Chakrabarti 
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